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The pagans hemmed in the marquis
De Montferrat so close that he
Might well have perished, were it not
That King Guy succor to him brought.                               3,020
The Master of the Temple died51
Amid the raging battle-tide.
'Twas he who said the noble word
Learned in the good school of the Lord
When at this onslaught, timid folk.
And fearless folk as well, bespoke
Him thus: "Come, sire, come, leave the fight,"
And had he willed to, well he might
Have come. "May God forbid/' said he.,
"That elsewhere I may ever be,                                           3,030
Or any man ever upbraid
The Temple, that I fled afraid."
He fled not, rather perished thus,
Born down by Turks too numerous.
Five thousand humbler folk were slain,52
Whose naked bodies strewed the plain.
AND HEROISM
Then when the foe within the town
Learned that our men were beaten down,
They mounted on their Arab horses,
51 Girard de Ridefort, Master of the Temple 1186-90. He had been a marshal of the
kingdom of Jerusalem in 1179 and had arranged with Raymond of Tripoli to have
the hand of the next heiress whose marriage was within the power of the prince. When,
however, the fief of Botron and the hand of its heiress became available, Raymond sold
the lady and the land to Plebanus, a Pisan, who paid a high price for them, and Girard
was passed by. He entered the Temple, became seneschal (1183) and Master of the
Order (1186), and was one of Raymond's most vigorous opponents. He was one of
the men responsible for the coronation of Guy and for the disastrous march to Hattin,
against the advice of Raymond. The Itinerarium (p, 70) calls him "Bideford," a spell-
ing which Stubbs accepts. Ibn al Athir (p. 12) records this battle under the date of
October 3 and says that the Master of the Temple was taken and executed. The Eracles
(p. 130), however, agrees with the Estoire that he was killed in battle.
52 Ibn al Athir (p. 12)  estimates ten thousand; Beha ed Din (p. 167) says that
seven thousand were reported to have been slain but that he doubts there were quite so
many.